


A bird, my grandfather told me, cannot soil 

its nest. In short, my grandfather, an avid 

environmentalist, meant that you cannot 

destroy where you live: the environment. 

His generation bequeathed to us pristine 

environment with clean water, air and 

indigenous trees – priceless treasures that we 

are slowly destroying. 

We sit on a precipice. There are pressures of 

a rapidly growing population that needs a 

growing economy, housing, water and to be 

fed. Sadly, the biggest ‘casualty’ of these direly 

needed amenities and opportunities is the 

environment. 

In the last one year, my team has been 

traversing the countries interacting with 

communities and engaging them on pressing 

Why We 
Must Act : It 
Is About Our 
Survival 

environment challenges that they are 

encountering. Their reports have numbing 

to the ears and heart wrenching. Sample 

this: Nairobi is grappling with the infamous 

Dandora dumpsite that was declared full ten 

years ago but is now a growing mountain 

piling in trash day in, day out. In Nakuru, the 

equally full Gioto dumpsite, located on a hill, 

is jeopardising thousands of lives. We can’t 

forget the hyacinth menace in Kisumu that 

is, more often than not, given lip service by 

policy makers. In Meru, quarrying is becoming 

a pressing menace endangering lives and 

farming in this fertile area. Your beautiful 

apartment may be fuelling an environmental 

disaster. In Kakamega and Nyeri, poor farming 

practices are leaving these fertile areas 

patchy and no longer able to support families. 

Garissa’s story is even grimier. This semi-

arid region is recording unprecedented charcoal 

burning incidences. 

And these cases are just a spattering of bigger 

human-led environmental and natural resources 

disasters. Every action has an equal and opposite 

reaction. All these man-made activities will ‘prick 

Mother Nature’ to act, albeit ferociously. Persistent 

droughts, floods, fires and diseases will be served 

in equal measures, if we don’t act. 

Can we avert a disaster? Yes, we can. The 

Chinese, we are told, write the word crisis in 

two strokes. The first represent crisis and second 

one opportunity. Thankfully, these disasters trace 

their origins to human activity. There lies, in our 

mortal hands, the opportunity to redress these 

challenges. 

(i)	 Counties Efforts – With backing from 

the national government, county governments 

must lead efforts to put the environment at the 

forefront of their blueprints. They must educate 

their people that they have a role in protecting 

the environment and natural resources. They 

must enforce policies aimed at protecting the 

environment from degradation.

(ii)	 Participate – There is a dizzying 

tendency in Kenya to point fingers and forget the 

other four pointing at us. We must participate in 

conserving the environment and avoid the easy 

path of apportioning blame. 

(iii)	 Amplify Voices – A lot of environmental 

challenges in our counties are similar. The civil 

society must collaborate to amplify voices of 

people shouting for help in our counties through 



the media, online and social media and solidarity activities. The woman advocating for the protection of Embobut 

Forest in Transzoia County will be heard if supported by the middle class woman located hundreds of miles away 

in Nairobi. There is power in numbers. 

Thankfully, Volunteers for Africa in partnership with Medeva, with support from Act!, Embassy of Sweden and 

Ukaid has the Juatenda project that makes an impassioned proposition to Kenyans to know (jua) and act (tenda) 

on pressing environment challenges in their localities. Through our social media platforms – Juatenda facebook 

page and @juatenda  on twitter – we shall continue to amplify the voices of players in the environment and 

natural resources management (ENRM) sector. Watch out for a forthcoming TV Show on environment.

Acting on environment and natural resource management challenges, I dare say, demands some boldness, 

initiative and leadership. This is a call that our generation must boldly heed to. Nitajua na nitatenda. I am ready! 

Are you? 

Simon Wachira
Chief Executive Officer
Volunteers for Africa 

In the searing noon heat of Abakorey, a tiny 

village in Garissa County, Eastern Kenya, 

38 year old Hussein Jelle tags along in the 

footsteps of his 15 cows. He obviously looks 

fatigued and so is his herd, relentlessly picking 

up dry leaves under every tree on the way 

closer to their shed.

Despite a trek that started early morning in 

search of pasture, the cows are not satisfied 

as there was not enough to feed on in the 

fields. Four years ago, Jelle’s herd numbered 

about 180 but after a biting drought that hit 

the region in 2011, more than 100 of his cows 

died and the number further decreased as a 

result of endemic diseases that have become 

common in recent years.

In Alijukur village Fafi Division Abdullahi 

Sheikh Adan shares a similar past story but 

seems contented on this particular day as he 

tends to a healthy sorghum farm. He forsook 

his ancestral everyday life to a more idyllic 
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HornAid Kenya Offers Coping 
Lessons to Vulnerable 
Residents in North Eastern

crop farming a year ago and doesn’t regret. At 

one end of his farm, he shelters three cows 

and a calf. 

Though not a natural farmer, Abdullahi began 

tilling a piece of land near a dry stream and 

began planting sorghum and green grams and 

expects a good harvest in less than a month.

The stories of Hussein and Abdullahi is shared 

by many residents of the arid Northern Kenya 

region whose dependency on animals as a 

sole source of sustenance is now threatened 

by recurrent droughts and erratic rains that 

have become a common trend in the past 

decade. 

With their animal stocks diminishing as a 

result of unpredictable weather patterns, 

many rural residents are beginning to feel 

insecure with a record number moving to 

urban settlements in recent years.



Their predicament is shared by millions in the world 

with effects of global warming and climate change 

taking toll on populations around the globe.Decades 

of deforestation, poor use of natural resources and 

other human activities paved way for destruction of 

local eco-systems leading to the twin effects of global 

warming and climate change which has now made 

populations vulnerable due to food insecurity. 

With illiteracy standing at a distressing level of 75%, 

it may be a little bit hard to convince locals here 

about a phrase such as climate change and a sense 

of understanding is only achieved when terms such 

as Nabad Guur – loosely meaning vulnerable or at 

risk in the Somali dialect used to bridge the resultant 

language divide. 

Illiteracy is hugely attributed to the resident’s nomadic 

way of life. Children are often forced to drop out of 

school as they accompany their families during the 

long treks in search of water and pasture for their 

animals.

Vulnerability gets emphasis as a result of the recurrent 

conflict between local communities over the dwindling 

local resources to sustain their venerable pastoral 

lifestyles. 

Horn Aid Kenya’s 
Advocacy Officer 
Rashid Mohammed 
explains how a 
traditional hotpot 
works

Government agencies and non-governmental 

organizations are now upping effort and pulling 

resources to find sustainable or alternative source of 

livelihood for local residents and make them more 

resilient to the threats faced.

According to a recent study carried out by Horn 

Aid-Kenya – an NGO that works on environmental 

preservation and disaster risk reduction and which 

operates in all the three counties of Garissa, Wajir 

and Mandera that make up the region points out 

that nearly every household in the region have their 

livestock herds progressively diminish since the 90’s 

and that effects of climate change include decreasing 

resilience, increased risk to disasters and distinctive 

attenuation of livelihood security.

The region hosts nearly half a million refugees 

many of them from Somalia in Dadaab. Extensive 

deforestation near the Dadaab refugee complex 

towards the provision of firewood and charcoal has 

made the region more prone to desertification and 

the study finds that, a factor with key ramifications to 

climate change in the counties of Garissa and Wajir.

The study also notes that one major impact of 

climate change is the disappearance of plant and 

animal species. Indigenous trees are fast reducing 

and recommends planting of indigenous trees by 

local people and organized groups.

We have initiated advocacy 
campaigns for quality education 
and set up mobile schools in 
various parts of the region and 
sought intervention in the poor 
state of the health sector in areas 
we operate



“The scientists tell us that if the world warms by 2°C -- warming which may be reached in 20 to 30  years --  that 

will cause widespread food shortages, unprecedented heat-waves, and more intense cyclones. In the near-term, 

climate change, which is already unfolding, could batter the slums even more and greatly harm the lives and the 

hopes of individuals and families who have had little hand in raising the Earth’s temperature.” Kim said.

Horn Aid-Kenya offers residents in arid and semi arid areas trainings on sustainable livelihoods. Abdullahi’s is 

just one among the many success stories of the impact of HornAid on the lives of residents. This effort is being 

bolstered by Volunteers for Africa and the Media Development for Africa (MEDEVA) - two nonprofit organizations 

that are running a media campaign on environment known as ‘Juatenda.’ Juatenda is a project calling on Kenyans 

to be aware (Jua) and Act (Tenda) on pressing environmental and natural resources issues in our country.

Abdikadir Sugal
Programme Coordinator
Horn Aid Kenya

In a region dependent on charcoal the study 

describes the practice as ‘one sure way of helping 

climate change destroy our forests and entire eco-

systems’ and suggests the use of simple, energy 

efficient cook stoves, exploit into local solar and wind 

energy resources and tap into green energy solar 

lanterns.

Horn Aid-Kenya is currently working on helping 

communities in the region diversify their livelihood 

sources above the traditional pastoralist base and 

that includes farming drought resistant crops that can 

withstand the long periods of dry spell in the low-

lying region.

“It is important for the people in these counties to 

realize that in order to survive the negative and 

pronounced impacts of climate change, they should 

not only rely on a single source of living but rather 

adapt to the changing face of the weather and build 

a sustainable living foundation for themselves and 

for future generations”, Horn Aid-Kenya Executive 

Director Abass Maalim Hajir says.

The organization he heads is headquartered in the 

regional capital town of Garissa, pitching tent in 

Dilmanyaley, Abakorey, Shanta Abak, Gurufa, Alijukur 

and Hagadera locations spread across the vast Garissa 

County which alone has a total land cover of 43,259 

km2 as well the counties of Mandera and Wajir 

with a vision to improve the lives of the people in 

the region through enhanced food security, social 

service delivery, reduced livelihood vulnerability and 

sustainable use of local resources.

Last year, it rolled out programs on education, health 

care, agriculture and on environment, contributing 

towards reduction of social injustices, and 

vulnerability among marginalized local communities 

through holistic interventions.

Horn Aid-Kenya pursues environmental protection 

programs to minimize and control flooding and soil 

erosion and encouraging farming, provision of seeds, 

inputs and technical help as well as capacity building 

farmers.

“We have initiated advocacy campaigns for quality 

education and set up mobile schools in various parts 

of the region and sought intervention in the poor 

state of the health sector in areas we operate”, 

Abass says.

A new report released in July by the World Bank 

paints a gloom picture for populations living in arid 

and semi-arid regions such as Northern Kenya with 

the conclusion that global temperatures will rise by 

two degrees Celsius in the next few decades with 

the threat of pushing millions of people into poverty.

The report points out that droughts and heat in 

Sub-Saharan Africa will leave 40 percent of land 

now growing maize unable to support the crop, 

while rising temperatures could cause major loss of 

savanna grasslands threatening pastoral livelihoods. 

“This new report outlines an alarming scenario for 

the days and years ahead – what we could face in 

our lifetime,” said World Bank Group President Jim 

Yong Kim while releasing the report prepared by the 

Institute for Climate Impact Research and Climate 

Analytics.



Water and Livelihoods Network (WALINET) in 

partnership with The Indigo Trust developed MAJIBU, 

a web-based service where water consumers can 

engage with knowledgeable data desk personnel by 

sending questions via SMS or email relating to water 

and livelihoods and thereafter receiving timely and 

useful responses.

Speaking in Nairobi, WALINET program Director 

Emmanuel Mwau said the scope of their service 

had been broadened to include issues touching on 

devolution, food security and climate change to meet 

the needs of many Kenyans.

“Citizens can inquire on issues that require specific 

responses or research, or refer interesting cases 

especially the ones affecting the general community 

or seek linkages, as well as receive periodic updates 

on topical issues,” he disclosed.

Users can send their SMS queries to 20414 and 

start the query with the keyword MAJIBU .SMS’ are 

charged at normal network rates. Users can also 

send queries via E-mail to majibu@walinet.org. Data 

desk personnel will then review and respond via the 

same mode you sent the query i.e. SMS/email

Majibu seeks to bridge the information gap 

especially in water, livelihoods and devolution. The 

service will provide a platform where citizen can 

turn to for information on issues that affect their 

lives. Further, through this, citizens can inquire on 

issues that require specific responses or research, or 

refer interesting cases especially the ones affecting 

the general community, or seek linkages. 

This info shop provides information to the public 

directly through the website, while integrating the 

website to data portals for keener data seekers, 

and having an issue management system for 

consumers to report issues and seek information or 

linkage. Occasionally, the platform will be used to 

broadcast/send fact-bits to users in our database.

Urban dwellers will benefit more as they will have 

to deal with problems as they attend to other 

activities as opposed to queuing for long hours to 

get assistance.

Citizens can inquire on issues 
that require specific responses 

or research

Community elders 
in Garissa meet the 
Juatenda team.

Walinet 
Launches 
Majibu



WALINET Programme Advisor Alois 
Muthini  explains  how  Majibu  works  to 
participants  at  the  Mombasa  launch

GED Project 
Facilitates 
Launch 
of Siaya 
Sub County 
Environmental 
Forum

It is a sunny day in Siaya. People 
from di�erent backgrounds have 
assembled at the Kenya Industrial 
Estates Ltd. in Siaya town, to 
participate in the launch of the Yala 
Swamp Stakeholder Platform, a one 
of its kind forum which brought 
together over 40 organization 
representatives from di�erent 
interests to forge a way forward in 
the management of the wetland. 
The interests range from farming, 
horticulture, water services, 
�shing, beach management to 
conservation, but as the participants 
con�rm, they all have a uniting 
interest, sustainable utilization 
and management of Yala wetland.  
The diversity in backgrounds is 
equally re�ected in the participant�s 
expectations, which includes 
increased collaboration between 
di�erent stakeholders within 
Yala wetlands, development 
of Yala wetland management 
plan, increased engagement 
and partnership between the 
individuals and government as 
well as improved information 

sharing within and outside the Yala 
ecosystem. 

According to Ochieng Wandera, 
the facilitator, this platform is 
made up of di�erent organizations 
who on voluntary basis will 
exchange and share information, 
communication and experience, 
and will undertake joint activities. 
However, the organizations will 
remain autonomous in their 
operations as individual groups. The 
overall goal of the platform is to 
ensure sustainable utilisation and 
management of the Yala wetland to 
enhance its sustainable ecological 
and social economic functions for 
present and future generations. 
Some of the speci�c objectives of 
the platform include establishment 
of an engaging framework among 
Yala wetland stakeholders, 
strengthen institutional framework 
for integrated management 
and utilisation of Yala wetland 
and promote awareness 
and participation amongst 
the stakeholders in wetland 
conservation. The participants 
established the main issues and 
con�icts surrounding Yala wetlands, 
how they are engaging in resolving 
them and how the platform will be 
engaged in resolving their pertinent 
environmental issues and con�icts. 
They also established a special 
taskforce, drawn from di�erent 
backgrounds in terms of gender, 
geographical location and interests, 
which will manage the platform 

and represent their interest in 
the management and sustainable 
utilisation of Yala wetland. In 
addition, the platform will form 
a key component in the private 
public partnership framework. 

The platform was inspired by 
an exchange visit planned by 
RECONCILE and VFA through 
the GED project , whereby 
environmental champions from 
Siaya and Bondo underwent 
two days exchange visit in 
Naivasha. Some of the key 
lessons learnt from the visit that 
prompted the group to initiate 
the platform include attitudinal 
change in management and 
utilisation of Yala wetland, 
need to strengthen the existing 
leadership and management 
structures in respective groups, 
need to increase collaboration 
between the community 
groups and government in 
management exercise, improved 
con�ict resolution mechanisms 
and approaches and increased 
transparency and accountability 
when handling �nances. The 
platform also owes its inspiration 
to the trainings, engagements 
forums and capacity building it 
has received through the GED 
project.
 

Kennedy  Wahome
GED Programmme  
Associate  



Kakamega - Kakamega County 

is one of the richest counties in 

Kenya. The county is endowed 

with lots of natural resources 

not found in other parts of the 

country. These resources include 

good agricultural soils, permanent 

rivers, wetlands, mountains, hills 

and forests which when well 

utilized can be a source of pride 

to the region. 

Smaller uneconomical 
units due to increased 
population

However despite all these 

resources, the region faces a 

myriad of challenges in land use 

that may threaten the region’s 

being in the future. The land in 

the region has been subdivided 

into smaller uneconomical units 

due to increased population. This 

has in turn reduced the number 

of acreage under food production 

and as a result, the region 

NEHCIP To 
Develop 
a County 
Land Use 
Plan For 
Kakamega

experiences high food insecurity 

forcing residents to import most 

of its food from the neighboring 

country of Uganda. 

Most households in the region 

survive only on one meal a day 

because food is not available. 

The vegetation cover has been 

destroyed and the land left bare. 

This has increased soil erosion 

and water pollution. 

The tree cover in the region 

stands at 1.7% as opposed to the 

country’s 4% which is against 

the requisite 10% as per world 

standards. 

The rivers which serve the region 

have undergone a lot of siltation 

and sedimentation and as a result 

are very shallow, exposed and 

turbid, the volume has greatly 

reduced and others are almost 

drying up. Most of the water life 

has been destroyed and more 

so the fish. It’s a miracle to find 

fish in the local streams where 

our parents and elder brothers 

did fishing. The rivers have been 

polluted by chemicals applied on 

the farms inappropriately; these 

chemicals have all been carried 

down to Lake Victoria by the 

major rivers traversing the region 

which are River Nzoia and Yala. 

This has caused eutrophication 

in the Lake Victoria leading to Community participants 
pose for a photo  after a 
GED training session

the hyacinth menace in the Lake. Fish 

production in the lake has reduced 

tremendously reduced as a result and this 

has affected the economy of the people 

living around the Lake Victoria.

Encroachment in the catchment areas  

and vegetation destruction upstream has 

caused a lot of floods downstream in 

the Budalang`i and surrounding regions 

leading to lose of life and homes. There 

is exhibited widespread encroachment on 

the riparian areas in the most parts of the 

region. 

In summary lack of a proper land use 

plan has resulted to the various symptom 

which include low rural incomes, lack of 

employment opportunity, inadequate 

subsistence production, shortage of 

timber and fuel, shortage of grazing 

land, low, unreliable crop yields, 

encroachment on forests and wildlife 

reserve, conflict among farming, livestock 

and non agricultural uses and visible land 

degradation, e.g. eroded cropland, silted 

bottom-lands and floods in the region. 

Other social problems related to land use 

are population pressure on land resources, 

unequal distribution of land, capital and 

opportunities and restrictions of land 

tenure and land ownership in the region.

County Land Use Plan

To help alleviate the above conditions, 

Nabwabini Environmental Health Care 

Intervention Project (NEHCIP), a non- 

governmental organization operating in 

Western Kenya is running a project aimed 





GARA has also reviewed the relevant policy documents i.e. Constitution of Kenya 2010, EMCA 1999, Forest Act 

2005, Agricultural Sector Development Strategy, National Climate Change Response Strategyfor extent to which 

they addresses concerns of stakeholders in the gums and resins sub-sector in order to identify the gaps & 

opportunities for the gums and resins subsector.

Gum Arabic and Resins Association (GARA) is a cooperate body registered by the registrar of societies in Kenya 

in 1997 with a vision to be a self-sustaining organization that promotes the interests of its members in the 

sustainable use of natural resources and a mission of being a lead organization supporting the production and 

marketing of gums and allied products through capacity building, appropriate technology development, policy 

advocacy and lobbying.

Violet Oriwo
Project Assistant-GARA

A Technical University of 
Mombasa student asks a 
question during a training



University 
Students 
Transforming
Mt Kenya Forest

By David Gatiba 3rd year 
student, communication & 
media Chuka University

has delegated the duty of self-

policing to the local community 

that is ensuring that all those 

whose who benefit from the forest 

act in a manner that is conducive 

to safe and productive use of the 

natural resources. Additionally, the 

group encourages farmers from 

the region to adopt and utilise 

new methods of farming such as 

agroforestry.

SMKFG is generally working 

hard to reshape practices that 

are socially, economically and 

environmentally harmful and to 

undertake reforestation .The group 

has managed to raise over 50,000 

tree seedlings in its four managed 

nurseries, an exercise that kicked 

off January this year awaiting the 

long rains. The tree seedlings are 

both exotic and indigenous. The 

group has high hopes that Mt. 

Kenya forest will in the long term 

reclaim its original look.

Take the First Step to 
Save Your Environment

Justus Korir – Masinde Muliro 

University

I sit in the campus students centre 

and observe students waste 

disposal habits. A gentle man a 

bottle of soda in hand, walks to 

the canteen and buys mandazis, 

wrapped up in a polythene paper, 

and proceed to eat them hastily, 

soon he stands up, stretches himself 

up and then he proceeds to take 

his leave. Not far, he throws the 

polythene paper on a heap of many 

others that the students have been 

disposing their wastes, just at a 

small thicket. Funny enough behind 

the center, there is a dustbin just 

outside for litter but he prefers the 

thicket.

This rings a bell in my mind; do 

people know the implication of such 

a simple act on their enviroment? 

And whose responsibility is it to 

properly dispose the waste? The 

answer to these questions gives 

the solution to all the problems we 

have been facing in the fight for 

environmental care.

In real term, institutions of higher 

learning should lead as an example, 

at such level where intellectuals 

are fully aware of the implications 

of environmental damage it is 

expected that rational thinking 

should be applied. If we dispose 

litter inappropriately, who suffers? 

We suffer, not only us but the future 

generations does too. And it is at 

this point that an individual gets the 

concept that better tomorrow will 

always be based on a proper care 

of every aspect of environment that 

surrounds us.

The eastern region of Kenya is heavily endowed with 

forests, Mount Kenya forest being the most vital 

water tower in the region. In recent years, however, 

there has been an outcry from environmentalists 

regarding the potential extinction of the forest 

as a result of illegal activities in the forest that 

have put the future of the forest at jeopardy. It is 

because of these worries that in 2005 a group of 

environmentalists teamed up to form what has come 

to be known as the Save Mt. Kenya Forest from 

Extinction Group (SMKFG).

SMKFG was formed to address illegal activities in 

the forest ranging from firewood collection, post 

harvesting, logging, charcoal burning to destruction 

as a result of the shamba systems. The group which 

was registered by the government in 2007 under the 

ministry of Gender, Sports, culture and Social Services 

is based at Gitogoto Village in Meru South District.

In a bid to accomplish more in its endeavours to 

conserve the forest, the group has teamed up 

with other groups involved in tree planting and 

reforestation projects in the area.

One such group is a non-governmental organisation, 

Trees for the Future and Agroforestry Organisation 

which has incorporated more than 15 groups from 

Mt. Kenya region undertaking reforestation.SMKFG 

in conjunction with other like-minded groups is 

involved in reforestation of Mt. Kenya forest through 

tree planting activities which are in the support 

of the government’s agenda to increase forest 

cover from 2% to 10%, an internationally required 

standard.

One of the major problems that the group has been 

addressing is deforestation with their statistics 

indicating that Mt Kenya Forest has lost 30% of its 

forest cover over the years.

The other major problem being addressed by the 

group is the rapid decline in the water volume in 

the forest’s water catchment areas. The group’s 

records state that the forest acts as water catchment 

area for many rivers including Thuci, Ruguti, Nithi 

and Mutonga.

This conservation group has also undertaken 

measures to sensitise members of the local 

community on the importance conservation of the 

forest. According to the group’s website the group 

One can argue that this act is 

borrowed from the society we 

live in. In most of our homes, 

management of waste is done 

arbitrarily without considering the 

harm it may cause; cultivation 

along rivers has persisted despite 

government intervention, urging the 

people not to do so. The decision to 

change from this behaviour begins 

with the simple understanding 

that the environment is the heart 

and soul of the world, life. The 

environment is the mother to all. 

It should be emphasized at all 

levels, a child growing up knowing 

the importance of caring for the 

environment will grow up doing 

so, this suggests that education on 

the environment should be made 

paramount, fundamental at all 

levels, be it primary secondary or in 

tertiary institutions. The significance 

of this should be emphasised.

The towns have not been left 

behind. If you walk through any 

town in Kenya, you won’t miss 

someone throwing litter in the 

wrong place, sometimes on the 

road. In Kakamega town, for 

instance, polythene papers litter 

the streets. The Muliro Gardens 

has been turned into a dustbin. 

With the coming of the county 

movements, it’s expected that things 

might change, as renovations are 



beginning to take shape. But still, the choice to maintain the cleanliness lies in the people themselves. Lets free 

our thoughts and come in contact with reality that we are the change we need.

The idea of having a clean environment begins from the understandings that as much as it is important to clean 

our bodies and remain clean all times, so is the environment we live in. Would you wish to go for a week without 

showering? I don’t think so. And so it is essential we have a fresh outlook at our environment. Lets be the 

ambassadors of the future generation by caring for our environment to day.

A student from Consolata 
Institute Nyeri recites a 
poem on enviromental 

degredation



Heko Kwa 
Kuyatunza 
Mazingira By Kevin Michael Kwena, Consolata 

Institute of Communication & 
Technology, Nyeri

By Kevin Michael Kwena, Consolata 
Institute of Communication & 
Technology, Nyeri

Kila uchao,mambo huwa ni tofauti katika kaunti 

ya Busia.Tembea katika baadhi ya vitongoji vilioko 

katika jimbo hili na ujionee jinsi kaunti hii imesalia 

nyuma katika kilimo biashara.

Kaunti hii imejulikana kwa kukuza mazao ya 

mahindi na vilevile mtama.Aidha, kilimo hiki 

hakijatiliwa mkaazo zaidi ikizingatiwa kwamba 

ndio kilimo cha kutegemewa.

Ili kudhihirisha kauli hii,karibu katika kijiji cha 

nyambula kilichoko kwenye eneo bunge la Butula.

Wakaazi wa kijiji hiki hukuza kila aina ya vyakula 

huku wakiwa hawazingatii aina ya udongo wa 

kukuza vyakula hivyo.Hali hii husababisha wakaazi 

kuvuna mazao haba na basi kuchangia pakubwa 

hali ya kuwepo kwa njaa katika eneo bunge hili.

Haya yote hutokana na mazingiza duni ambayo 

wakaazi hawazingatii kamwe.Kukata miti na 

mmomonyoko wa udongo ndizo changamoto 

ambazo wao hukumbana nazo.Ni hali ya 

kusikitisha kukumbana na tatizo hili, tatizo ambalo 

wao wenyewe hujiletea.

Shule hii huvutia wanafunzi wengi kutoka jamii 

zote za humu nchini na hivyo basi wao hufaidika 

kupata wachezaji wa kila aina ya mchezo.Shule 

hii aidha imejulikana nchini kutokana na soka ya 

akina dada.Mwaka wa 2005,waliwakilisha taifa hili 

nchini Uganda.

Hisia za wengi ni kwamba,mashirika 

yanayosimamia mazingiza ,yawe yakituza au 

kuzawadi vyuo,shule za upili na za msingi huku 

wakizingatia utunzaji wa mazingiza ambayo 

wamefanya.Hii itachangia pakubwa kuhifadhiwa 

kwa mazingiza nchini.

Mazingiza ndio mada kila uchao.Swali ni je,ni 

nini haswa tunayofanya ili kutunza mazingiza 

yetu?Shule ya upili ya mtakatifu Augustino ya Jera 

ni mojawapo ya shule ambazo huzingatia usafi wa 

mazingira na hali kadhalika upanzi wa maua na 

miti katika jimbo la siaya.

Mara si haba,utamkuta mwalimu mkuu wa shule 

hii, Bw Andrew Ayiemba, akiwa ndiye kielelezi 

katika upanzi wa maua na miti shuleni humo. Hali 

hii imechangia urembo wa shule hii na hivyo basi 

wazazi huwaleta wana wao katika shule hii kila 

mhula.

Mazingira 
Bora, 
Kilimo Bora
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MEDEVA,Programme 
Manager, Joy  Wanjiku leads 
a jornalist session, Nyeri

The level of waste  disposal in Kakamega town is 

so wanting  and needs emergency interventions 

to save this beautiful town  that lies within the 

second most populated county in Kenya i.e. 

Kakamega  County.

Nobody seems caring for this situation as heaps 

of garbage are seen almost every corner of this 

town, to make it worse closer to people who 

do business in this town. Walking straight to the 

market where ‘mama mbogas’ make their daily 

business you encounter a large heap of smelly 

garbage and wonder whether these mama 

mbogas do feel this but interestingly they say 

‘tumezoea.’ Is this not having priorities in life 

upside down? Mama mboga prefers having more 

customers at the expense of her health that is 

why she is next to this garbage.

Former official in what was municipal council of 

Kakamega attributes this menace to the failure by 

the public to adhere to mechanisms of conserving 

the environment like putting litters in litter tanks 

put at strategic areas and stealing litter tanks but 

he admits that authority has failed in terms of 

purchasing more tractors to ferry garbage from the 

town to the dumping site located at Rosterman 

estate two kilometres from Kakamega Town as 

they only have two tractors that cannot manage 

that task. He believes that this situation will get a 

permanent solution soon. 

I urge everybody to conserve our environment 

to reduce the risks of infections that can be 

harmful to our health and also I do challenge 

those in authority to emulate the example in 

environmental management. It begins with me 

and you.

Waste 
Disposal In 
Kakamega 
Town

By Alex Wakhisi,
Masinde Muliro University



Once in a year, our leaders meet to discuss critical 

issues trending in the world environmental state. 

Has a solution ever been arrived at?

It is shameful to the leaders; they preach 

justice but commit injustice. The same leaders 

in the meeting lead in the destruction of the 

environment. They grab forests; destroy them in 

the name of reclaiming land. What will the same 

plants grown on the land use if all the sources of 

rain water are destroyed?

It isn’t once I have heard the same leaders talk 

of the rapid destruction of the ozone layer. This 

has resulted to the penetration of harmful rays 

onto the earth. This however has an effect on 

the plants, animals and human beings. The rising 

cases of skin cancer are due to this.

This precious layer is destroyed by the emission 

of harmful gases to the atmosphere especially 

from industries and machinery. These gases 

comprise of sulphure, carbon IV oxide and nitrogen 

compounds.

We can’t seize the industrialization process of 

the country because of this. Measures have to 

be put in place to reduce the concentration of 

these gases in the atmosphere. Electrostatic 

precipitators are the ideal solution to this problem. 

This precipitators are usually charged with either 

positive (+ve) or negative (-ve) charges. When 

the harmful substance is positive e.g. sulphur, it is 

attracted to the negative plate and vice versa.

This reduces the accumulation of the harmful 

substances hence saving the ozone layer.

The other easiest measure is planting trees. Trees 

are necessary since they absorb and use some 

of this harmful gases among them carbon. This 

however reduces concentration of gases in the 

atmosphere.

Environmental conservation is a personal 

obligation. It is you and I to change the current 

state of the countries shape. Let’s join hands to 

conserve it.

Less Words, 
More Actions 
Needed By Arnold Owuor,

Maseno University



Juatenda Communications 
Officer - Christine Sayo at a 
training session in Mombasa

Participants keenly 
following proceedings at a 
Juatenda event in Nairobi



Journalism students, 
Maseno University 
keenly follow procedings
at the institution
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